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In the Name of God

Introduction

Commentary on the Secrets of Divine Mystery (Asrar al-Tawhid) and The
Autobiography of the Sages (Tazkirat al-Awliya) by Farid al-Din Attar and
Jami’s The Breaths of Intimacy (Nafhat al-Uns), are considered to be the
main sources for this volume. These works together, constitute a
universal insight to, and a comprehensive relationship with the essence of
transcendence and the creator.

Monotheism and polytheism should not be viewed as two ends of a
spectrum in which one looks for the hidden presence of polytheism in the
heart of monotheism as the traditional dichotomy between unity and
multiplicity. In this work, we see the manifestations of unity and
multiplicity in the form of self-importance and humility. To pull the hidden
importance of oneself out of the non-importance of oneself, is the central
message of this book. | like to postulate that similar to a hunter, one
should sit in the ambush of the self-importance of yourself.

It is said that the devil roamed in the market and said to the people, “Look
to what happened to me, do not boast about yourself and do not say ‘I'.
See how arrogance came upon me, do not be full of pride, he who
understands this has no need to read this book!

This commentary has been made based on the manuscript by Zhukovsky,
an orientalist in St. Petersburg, and the critical edition manuscript by Dr.
Mohammad Reza Shafi'i Kadkani, (Tehran:Agah Press). The page
numbers of the latter edition have been provided between the brackets for
the benefit of the readers.

Yazdanpanah Askari
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Narratives on Infinity

Commentary on the Narratives of Divine Mystery (Asrar al- Tawhid)
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